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a) define who is eligible to compete in Vision Impairment Para-Sport; and 

b) group Athletes into Sport Classes according to how much their impairment affects 

fundamental activities in each sport or specific discipline.  

 

 

 

a) All Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel who engage with PA for the purposes of VI 

classification and/or participate in any Events or Competitions organised, authorised 

or recognised by PA; 
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b) PA employees, contractors and volunteers; 

c) PA Member organisations; and 

d) Any other person or organisation who is engaged by PA to support Classification 

activities. 
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• be knowledgeable of and comply with all applicable policies, rules and processes 

established by these Classification Procedures; 

• participate in Athlete Evaluation in good faith; 

• ensure when appropriate that adequate information related to their Health 

Conditions/Diagnosis and Eligible Impairments is provided to PA; 

• cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Classification 

Procedures; 

• contribute to the process of education and awareness, and Classification research; 

and 

• abide by the PA Code of Conduct. 

 

• be knowledgeable of and comply with all applicable policies, rules and processes 

established by these Classification Procedures; 

• use their influence on Athlete values and behaviour to foster a positive and 

collaborative Classification attitude and communication; 

• assist in the development, management and implementation of the Classification 

System; and 

• cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Classification 

Procedures. 

 

• have a complete working knowledge of all applicable policies, rules and processes 

established by these Classification Procedures; 
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• use their influence to foster a positive and collaborative Classification attitude and 

communication; 

• assist in the development, management and implementation of the Classification 

System, including participation in education and research; and 

• cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Classification 

Procedures. 

 

 

• Facilitate Compliance with the IPC Code, IF Classification Procedures and PA Athlete 

Classification Policy and Standards. 

• Development of PA VI classification program, policies and procedures and 

expectations of their members. 

• Development of a VI Classification program plan including short and long term 

planning. 

• Management of PA VI Classification budget and financial reporting. 

• Manage VI Classification Personnel recruitment, training and performance 

management.  

• Embed safeguards and integrity practices within the PA VI Classification program 

including but not limited to: child safety, physical and mental wellbeing support, 

dispute resolution processes; management of Classification Intelligence, 

Investigations and Intentional Misrepresentation.  
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• Plan and organise National level VI Athlete Evaluation opportunities and appointment 

of Classification Panels. 

• VI Classification Data Storage and protection 

• Management of the PA VI Classification database. 

• Develop and deliver VI Classification education and awareness programs for 

stakeholders. 

• Manage VI Classification Research and Administration. 

• Implement changes to VI Classification Systems. 

• Appoint a key VI Classification contact for communication with the IPC, other NPCs 

and other key stakeholders. 

 

• A Classification Manager/Coordinator; 

• Classification Administrator for data management purposes; 

• PA appointed Classification Advisory Panel or Appointed Head of Classification; 

• An Athlete representative/s; 

• Any other area of PA business; and 

• PA members or other organisations by way of agreement. 

• Any PA VI Classifier designated with some or all of the above responsibilities by PA 

may also be appointed as a Classifier and/or Chief Classifier at any Classification 

opportunity/Event. 
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• recognised by PA as meeting the necessary competencies as a national level Classifier; 

and  

• expected to contribute to PA Classification at a national level, unless their conduct or 

other certification requirements prevent it. 
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• an understanding of these Classification Procedures; 

• a basic understanding of Vision Impairment Para-Sports ; 

• a basic understanding of the IPC Code, PA Athlete Classification Policy and 

Classification Standards;  

• candidate holds a current Working with Children clearance in the state of residence 

and appointment;  

• holds valid Professional Indemnity Insurance; and 

• currently registered Ophthalmologist, Optometrist or Orthoptist with clinical 

experience with people with low vision. 

 

• a process for the certification of National Level VI Classifiers (if relevant); 

• quality assessment and ongoing education for the period of certification; 

• a process for handling substandard performance, including options for remediation 

and/or withdrawal of certification; 

• a process for Re-certification of VI Classifiers; and 

• a process for non-active National level VI Classifiers. 

 

 

• Theoretical modules (online or face to face) 

• Practical learning opportunities – both formal and informal 

• Ongoing education  

• Recertification requirements 
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• Participate in a minimum number or scope of Classification activities over a prescribed 

period of time; 

• Complete compulsory ongoing professional development opportunities, such as 

forums, updates, discussion boards, peer mentoring and other formal and informal 

methods; 

• Complete any compulsory reflective practice opportunities; and 

• Maintain professional registrations or clearances (such as Working with Children) 

relevant to the role of Classifier. 

 

• accept the fundamental Para-Sport values of honesty, human rights, fairness, justice, 

non- discrimination and personal integrity; 

• act with dignity, integrity and equality; 

• safeguard Athletes’ interests, priorities and opportunity to participate in fair 

competition and excel in sport; 

• safeguard Athletes’ physical and psychological health and wellbeing; 
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• comply with local public health advice and review any health risks associated with the 

delivery of Classification activities.  

• conduct themselves with integrity, maintaining a high standard of personal conduct 

and avoid any behaviour or action that would tarnish or give the impression of 

tarnishing the reputation of the Paralympic Movement or PA; 

• have no undisclosed direct or indirect interest in or any relationship with any outside 

organisation or person that might affect, or be reasonably misunderstood by others to 

be affecting their objectivity, judgement, or conduct in carrying out the duties and 

responsibilities that they have in conjunction with PA Classification activities. Any 

potential conflicts of interest are to be declared. 

• avoid assuming any other role and responsibility that conflicts with their duties as 

Classification Personnel at a Competition, unless authorised by PA. For example, a 

Classifier should avoid acting as a technical official, or health care professional at a 

Competition when acting as a Classifier at that same Competition. 

• avoid any improper use of information or assets; 

• not seek or accept gifts or gratuities from any organisation or individual outside of PA 

(or its members); 

• perform their duties courteously, competently, consistently and objectively for all 

Athletes;  

• respect Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel, ensuring a courteous and 

collaborative environment during the Classification process. 

• maintain confidentiality of Classification information and abide by other PA data 

protection mechanisms. 

• perform Classification duties and related responsibilities while not being under the 

influence of alcohol or illegal substances. 

• comply with PA Code of Conduct or other requirements as outlined by PA. 
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• an assessment of whether or not an Athlete has an Eligible Impairment for Vision 

Impairment Para-Sports (Eligibility Assessment); 

• an assessment of whether an Athlete complies with Minimum Impairment Criteria for 

Vision Impairment Para-Sports; and 

• the allocation of a Sport Class and Sport Class Status. 
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• PA will determine what Diagnostic Information must be provided on behalf of the 

Athlete and for what purposes.  

• PA will set timelines for the production of Diagnostic Information. Typically, 

Diagnostic Information will be required at a minimum two weeks prior to the 

Competition or Classification opportunity. 

• Person/s will be appointed to conduct the Eligibility Assessment.  The appointed 

person/s will have appropriate medical/allied health qualifications to assess the 

information provided. All persons conducting Eligibility Assessment must comply with 

PA Classification Standard: Data Protection. Eligibility Assessment may be deferred to 

the Classification Panel or an alternate group of assessors. 
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• Athletes have the right to choose one person, and are encouraged to do so, to 

accompany them during the Athlete Evaluation Session (Athlete Representative). The 

Athlete must be accompanied if the Athlete is under the age of 18 or has a legal 

guardian. 

• The person chosen by the Athlete to accompany the Athlete at an Evaluation Session 

should be familiar with the Athlete’s Impairment and sport history. 

• The Athlete and accompanying person must acknowledge the terms of the 

Classification Athlete Evaluation Consent Form. 

• The Athlete must verify their identity to the satisfaction of the Classification Panel, by 

providing a document such as a birth certificate, Medicare card, passport or Event 

accreditation. 

• The Athlete should attend the Evaluation Session with any sports attire or equipment 

relevant to the sport for which the Athlete wishes to be allocated a Sport Class. 

• The Athlete should be in a state of sufficient personal health to enable their full 

participation in Athlete Evaluation processes and minimise any health risk to others; 
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• The Athlete must provide agreement to be photographed and/or videotaped for 

Athlete Evaluation purposes and give consent for Data processing and disclosure for 

the Classification purposes.  

• The Athlete must disclose the use of any medication and/or medical device/implant to 

the Classification Panel. 

 

• The Classification Panel may request that an Athlete provide additional medical 

documentation relevant to their Eligible Impairment if the Classification Panel 

believes that this will be necessary in order for it to allocate a Sport Class. 

• The Classification Panel will conduct Evaluation Sessions in spoken English unless 

otherwise stipulated by PA. If the Athlete requires an interpreter (eg language other 

than English or Auslan) the Athlete will be responsible for arranging the interpreter. 

The interpreter is permitted to attend the Evaluation Session in addition to the 

Athlete Representative. 

• The Classification Panel may at any stage seek medical, technical or scientific 

opinion(s), with the agreement of PA if the Classification Panel feels that such opinion 

is necessary in order to allocate a Sport Class. 

• In addition to any opinion sought, a Classification Panel may only have regard to 

evidence supplied to it by the relevant Athlete and PA (from any source) when 

allocating a Sport Class. 

• The Classification Panel may make, create or use video footage and/or other records 

to assist it when allocating a Sport Class. 

 

 

• New (N);  
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• Review (R); 

• Review with a Fixed Review Date (FRD); and 

• Confirmed (C). 

 

 

 

• has only recently started Competition in Para sports; 

• has a fluctuating and/or progressive Impairment/s that is Permanent but not stable; 

and/or 

• has not reached full maturity. 
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• Athlete obtains Provisional Forms. 

• PA gains written consent to Process Athletes Personal and Classification information; 

• PA collects sufficient medical and other sport information to give a likely indication of 

Eligibility Assessment and allocation of Sport Class. For example this may be 

conducted via submission of medical and/or sports data via written report, or photo, 

video or other multimedia; 

• PA assesses information supplied by Athlete; 

• PA provides written notification of Provisional Classification outcomes as soon as is 

practically possible;  

• PA includes Provisional outcome in the PA VI Classification database; 

• PA shares outcome with relevant NSO/NSODs for inclusion on the NSO/NSOD 

Classification Masterlist. 

 

 

• their medical condition has changed by way of the Medical Review Process outlined in 

Part Eight; or 

• there is a relevant change in the PA Classification Procedures that would affect the 

provisional class they have been allocated.  
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• Documented evidence of the pre-existing classification is available; 

• The athletes medical condition must not have changed since their last classification; 

• Only the athletes most recent classification will be recognised; 

• All Para-sports may be mutually recognised; with the exception of Shooting and 

Archery, which may only be recognised in cases where the athletes eligible 

impairment meets the eligibility criteria for that Para-sport. 

• The Sport Class Status of the existing and most recent classification will be recognised. 

That is, an athlete with a Review, Fixed Review Date or Confirmed status in their 

existing Para-Sport, will be allocated a national level Review, Fixed Review Date or 

Confirmed status in their new Para-sport/s. 
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• the Athlete must notify PA and the NSO/NSOD as to all the Athlete’s Eligible 

Impairments via the Medical Diagnostic process; 

• the Athlete will be offered the opportunity to participate in an Evaluation Session in 

respect of each Sport Class relevant to their multiple Impairments; 

• at the conclusion of the Evaluation Session/s the Athlete is allocated multiple Sport 

Classes; 

• the Athlete must choose the Sport Class that they wish to compete in (‘the preferred 

Sport Class’); 

• the selection of Sport Class will be subject to all applicable PA Procedures and the 

relevant NSO/NSOD Rules (including but not limited to those in relation to the use of 

equipment, the weight of equipment, and the use of guides);  

• the Athlete will be permitted to compete in the preferred Sport Class; and 

• details of all of the Athlete’s Sport Classes will be published on the respective 

NSO/NSODs Classification Masterlist. 
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• has an Impairment that is not an Eligible Impairment; or 

• has a Health Condition that does not lead to an Eligible Impairment; or 

• who has an Eligible Impairment does not comply with Minimum Impairment Criteria;  
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• will not be permitted to attend an Evaluation Session; and 

• will be allocated with Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) and designated with Sport Class 

Status Confirmed (C). 

 

 

• an Impairment that is not an Eligible Impairment; or 

• a Health Condition that does not lead to an Eligible Impairment; 
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• Athletes that have been allocated a Not Eligible Sport Class; or 

• Athletes whose condition has changed and are subsequently eligible for a Medical 

Review process. 

 

 

• an Athlete; or  

• PA. 
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• it considers an Athlete may have been allocated an incorrect Sport Class; or 

• an Athlete makes a documented request to PA. The assessment of the validity of the 

request is at the sole discretion of PA. 

• PA are to confirm any Protest with the relevant NSO/NSODs for whom the athlete 

holds a national level classification prior to initiating a Protest. 

 

• the name, identifying particulars of the Athlete whose Sport Class is being Protested; 

• the details of the Protested decision and/or a copy of the Protested decision; 

• an explanation as to why the Protest has been made and the basis on which the 

Protesting party believes that the Protested decision is flawed. Reference to specific 

rules alleged to have been breached is encouraged;  

• Any documents and other evidence in support of the Protest; and 

• The signature of the party making the Protest. 
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• The Protest has been submitted without all necessary information; 

• The Protest is an allegation without evidence. 

 

 

• The Protested Athlete’s Sport Class will remain unchanged pending the outcome of 

the Protest, but the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class Status will be changed to Review, 

effective immediately. If the Athlete holds Classifications across two or more sports, 

the Athletes Sport Class Status will be amended to Review with immediate effect 

across all sports that the Athlete holds a Classification for. 

• A Protest Panel shall be appointed to review the Protest as soon as reasonably 

possible. This may be a Protest Panel at the current Competition, the next 

Competition or Athlete Evaluation opportunity. 

• PA will notify all relevant parties in writing of the acceptance of, or reason for the 

Protest and advise of the opportunity for Protest re-Evaluation to occur. 

 

 

• was a member of the Classification Panel that made the Protested Decision; or 

• conducted any component of Athlete Evaluation in respect of the Protested Athlete 

within a period of 12 months prior to the date of the Protested Decision; 
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• a failure on the part of the Athlete to comply with any part of these Classification 

Procedures; 

• a failure on the part of the Athlete to provide any medical information that is 

reasonably required by the Classification Panel; 

• the Classification Panel considers that the use (or non-use) of any medication and/or 

medical procedures/devices/implants disclosed by the Athlete will affect its ability to 

conduct Athlete Evaluation in a fair manner; 

• the Athlete has a Health Condition (of any nature or description) that may limit or 

prohibit complying with requests made by the Classification Panel during an 

Evaluation Session, which the Classification Panel considers will affect its ability to 

conduct the Evaluation Session in a fair manner; 

• the Athlete is unable to communicate effectively with the Classification Panel; 

• the Athlete refuses or is unable to comply with any reasonable instructions given to 

them by any Classification Personnel to such an extent that the Evaluation Session 

cannot be conducted in a fair manner; and/or 

• the Athlete’s representation of their abilities is inconsistent with any information 

available to the Classification Panel to such an extent that the Evaluation Session 

cannot be conducted in a fair manner. 
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• an explanation for the suspension and the remedial action and timeframe will be 

provided to the Athlete; 

• if the Athlete takes the remedial action to the satisfaction of PA the Evaluation 

Session will be resumed; and 

• if the Athlete fails to comply and does not take the remedial action within the 

timeframe specified or to a satisfactory standard, the Evaluation Session will be 

terminated, and the Athlete will be precluded from competing in Vision Impairment 

Para-Sports Competition until the Athlete Evaluation is completed. 
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• submits false and/or fraudulent Medical Diagnostic Information as a part of the 

Classification process, or withholds relevant medical documentation that may have an 

impact on the Classification process; 

• attempts to deceive the Classification Panel during Athlete Evaluation by 

misrepresenting the Athlete’s skills and/or abilities and/or the degree or nature of 

impairment; 

• deliberately presents at Athlete Evaluation in a way that is inconsistent with their 

usual presentation in Competition; 

• fails to make a Medical Review Request as to a change in circumstances that may 

impact upon Sport Class allocation;  

• knowingly assists, covers up, is involved in any type of complicity involving IM, or 

disrupts the Athlete Evaluation process with the intention of deceiving or misleading 

the Classification Panel. 
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• that fact that PA is collecting the Classification Data; and 

• the purpose for the collection of the Classification Data; and 

• the duration that the Classification Data will be retained. 

 

• protect Classification Data by applying appropriate security safeguards, including 

physical, organisational, technical and other measures to prevent the loss, theft or 

unauthorised access, destruction, use, modification or disclosure of Classification 

Data; and 

• take reasonable steps to ensure that any party provided with Classification Data uses 

that Classification Data in a manner consistent with these Classification Procedures. 
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• confirmation of whether or not PA has Processed Classification Data relating to them 

personally and a description of the Classification Data that is held; 

• a copy of the Classification Data held by PA; and/or 

• correction or deletion of the Classification Data held by PA. 
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• Classification completed by one national level VI Classifier may be allocated Review, 

Fixed Review Date or Confirmed Status based on their assessment findings. 

• NE or Protest Panel re-evaluations must be conducted by the same number of 

Classifiers that completed the first or Protested Evaluation, unless otherwise agreed 

to by all parties. 
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• Pain; 

• Hearing impairment; 

• Low muscle tone; 

• Hypermobility of joints; 

• Joint instability, such as unstable shoulder joint, recurrent dislocation of a joint; 

• Impaired muscle endurance; 

• Impaired motor reflex functions; 

• Impaired cardiovascular functions; 

• Impaired respiratory functions; 

• Impairment metabolic functions; and 

• Tics and mannerisms, stereotypes and motor perseveration. 
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• primarily cause pain eg fibromyalgia, complex regional pain syndrome;  

• primarily cause fatigue eg chronic fatigue;  

• primarily cause joint hypermobility or hypotonia; or  

• are primarily psychological or psychosomatic in nature eg post traumatic stress 

disorder or conversion disorders 

 


